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Between lines 12 and 13, insert --BJUEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS--. 
Delete the sentence beginning on line 13. 

Between lines 29 a^fd 30, insert -|d ETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EXEMPLARY 



^\ PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS-. 



Page 9: ^ 

In line 12, replace "are" with -is-. 



In the Claims 
Please amend the claims as follows: 




L (Amended) Communication network having a packet switched protocol based cellular 
ttf^hone network [(1)] comprising a first layek [(3)] for transferring signalling] information 
igned to a telephone call being processed by the communication network, a second layer [(4)] for 
transferring payload information assigned to the telephone call and interface means [(20] for 
coupling the cellular telephone network [(1)] to a furthet network [(2)], the interface means [(20)] 
comprising signalling information exchange function between the cellular telephone network [(1)] 
and the further network [(2)] and payload information e^hange function between the cellular 
telephone network [(I)] and the further network [(2)], the firstJayer [(3)] and the second layer [(4)] 
of the cellular telephone network being coupled to the interfacee means [(20)], wherein the second 
layer [(4)] of the cellular telephone network [(1)] transfers the payk)ad information of the telephone 
call to and from the interface means [(20)] on a direct route [(1 l)]yssigned to the telephone call 
within the second layer [(4)]. 



2, (Amended) Communication network of claim l,Vil5fein the second layer [(4)] of the 
cellular telephone network [( 1 )] comprises a number of base transceiver stations [(7,8, 9)] , each base 
transceiver station [(8)] handling the radio link protocol functiojas to mobile stations [(5)] within a 
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cell area assigned to the respective base transceiver station [(8)] and wherein the base transceiver 
station [(8)] being directly connecte(^to the interface means [(20)] for pay load information exchange 
within the second layer [(4)]. 

3. (Amended) Communication network of claim 2, wherein the interface means [(20)] 
comprises media gateway means [(10)] for pay load information exchange between the cellular 
telephone network [(1)] and the further ne\work [(2)] and to be coupled directly to the base 
transceiver stations [(8)]. 

4. (Amended) ConrniunicatioWetwork of [one of the claims 1 to 3] claim L wherein the 
first layer of the cellular telephone netWOTk[(l)] comprises at least one mobile services switching 
center [(16)] being coupled to the interta^^eans [(20)]. 

5. (Amended) Communication network of claim 4, wherein the interface means [(20)] 
comprises media gateway means [(10)\for payload information exchange between the cellular 
telephone network part [( 1 )] and the furtherVetwork [(2)] and wherein the mobile services switching 
center [(16)] is connected to a media gateway [(10)] of the interface means [(20)] to control the 
media gateway [(10)]. 

6. (Amended) Communication network o^one of the preceding claims] claim L wherein 
the first layer [(3)] comprises at least one mobile services switching center [(16)] being coupled to 
the interface means [(20)] for signalling information exchange. 



7. (Amended) Communication network of claimV, wherein the interface means [(20)] 
comprises a signalling gateway [(21)] for signalling information exchange between the cellular 
telephone network [(1)] and the further network [(2)] and whe^in the mobile services switching 
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center [(16)] is connected to the signalling gateway [(21)] to exchange signalling information 
between the signalling gateway and the mobile services switching center. 





8. (Amended) Communication network\pf [one of the preceding claims] claim L wherein 
the first layer of the cellular telephone network comprises at least one mobile services switching 
center and at least one base station controller [(14)Abeing coupled to a number of base transceiver 
stations [(7, 8)] of the second layer and being connected to at least one mobile services switching 
center [(16)] wherein the base station controller [(14)] Wtrols each of the base transceiver stations 
[(7, 8)] by means of a device control protocol function Vnd communicates to the mobile services 
switching center [(16)] by means of an application signalling protocol function. 

9. (Amended) Communication network of [one of t^e preceding claims] claim K wherein 
the cellular telephone network part [(1)] is a GSM network. 

10. (Amended) Communication network of [one of the preceding claims] claim L wherein 
the further network [(2)] is a packet switched network. 



1 1 . (Amended) Communication network of claim 10, whereimthe packet switched network 
is the Internet, a VoIP network, an Internet Protocol network, a GPRS ndtwork or a UMTS network. 




/ 



12. (Amended) Communication network of claim 9, wherein the mrther network [(2)] is a 



circuit switched network. 



14. (Amended) Method for operating a communication network having a packet switched 
protocol based cellular telephone network [(l)]\comprising a first layer [(3)] for transferring 
signalling information assigned to a telephone call be^ng processed by the communication network, 
a second layer [(4)] for transferring pay load informatio^^^assigned to the telephone call and interface 
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means [(20)] for coupling the cellulai telephone network [( 1 )] to a further network [(2)] , the interface 
means [(20)] comprising a signalling mformation exchange function between the cellular telephone 
network [(1)] and the further network W2)] and a payload information exchange function between 
the cellular telephone network [(1)] and fhe further network [(2)], the first layer [(3)] and the second 
layer [(4)] of the cellular telephone network [(1)] being coupled to the interface means [(20, 
wherein] , the method comprising transfendng the payload information of the telephone call [is 
transferred] to and from the interface means [120)] via a direct route or through-connection assigned 
to the telephone call and comprised by the secbnd layer [(4)]. 



15. (Amended) Method of claim 14, whenein, after initiahsing the telephone call, in abase 
transceiver station [(8)] of the second layer [(4)] miich is assigned to said call, base transceiver 
station (BTS) address information [identifying the ftase transceiver station (8)] is generated and 
forwarded via the first layer [(3)] of the cellular telephone network [(1)] to the interface means 
[(20)], and interface address information or media gateway address information is generated in the 
interface means [(20)] and forwarded via the first layer [(3^\ of the cellular telephone network [(1)] 
to the base transceiver station [(8)] for establishing a direm through-connection [(11)] within the 
second layer [(4)] between the base transceiver station [(8)] and the interface means [(20)] to allow 
direct data, payload and call information exchange between th\ interface means [(20)] and the base 
transceiver station [(8)] and vice versa. 

16. (Amended) Method of claim 14 [or of clai)ri 15], wherein at least one base transceiver 
station [(8)] of the second layer [(4)] is provided, the bas^^OTs«;eiver station [(8)] handles the radio 
link protocol functions to mobile stations [(5)] within^an aWgnid cell area, the method providing 
a payload protocol function for direct payload infonnatioiKeVSnange between the base transceiver 
station [(8)] and the interface means [(20)] via the second^ lJ|ver of the cellular telephone 
network [(1)]. 
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17. (Amended) Method of [one 
services switching center [(16)] is p: 
network [(1)], the method providing 
protocol for signalling information exch; 
and the interface means [(20)]. 




laims 14 to 1 6] claim 14 . wherein at least one mobile 
ithin the first layer [(3)] of the cellular telephone 
ices switching center (MSG) device control 
een the mobile services switching center [(16)] 



18. (Amended) Method of claim 17, wherein the interface means [(20) comprising] 
comprises a media gateway [(10)] for fiayload information exchange between the cellular telephone 
network [( 1 )] and the further network [(2)] and the mobile services switching center being connected 
to the media gateway to exchange signalling information between the media gateway [(10)] and the 
mobile services switching center [(16)] byythe mobile services switching center (MSG) device 
control protocol function. 

1 9. (Amended) Method of [one of the claiVis 1 4 to 1 8] claim 14. wherein the first layer [(3)] 
of the cellular telephone network [( 1 )] comprises at mst one mobile services switching center [(16)] 
being coupled to the interface means [(20)] and the method providing a trunk signaling protocol 
function for signaling information exchange between thapiobile services switching center [(16)] and 
the interface means [(20)]. 



20. (Amended) Method of claim 19, wherein the interface means [comprising] comprises 
a signalling gateway means [(21)] for signalling information exraange between the cellular telephone 
network [(1)] and the further network [(2)] and the mobile sendees switching center [(16)] being 
connected to the signalling gateway means [(21)], the trunk signalling protocol function is used to 
exchange signalling information between the signalling gateway \neans [(21)] and the mobile 
services switching center [(16)] within the first layer [(3)]. 



Houston 217454 v 1, 34648. 00439USPX 



6 



2 1 . (Amended) Method of [one of tHe claims 14 to 20] claim 14 , wherein the first layer [(3)] 
of the cellular telephone network [( 1 )] comprises at least one mobile services switching center [( 1 6)] 
and a least one base station controller [(14)] conpled to a number of base transceiver stations [(7, 8)] 
of the second layer [(4)] and being connected tp the mobile services switching center [(16)], the 
method providing a device control protocol function to be established between the base station 
controller [(14)] and each of the base transceivers [(7, 8)] for controlling of the base transceiver 
stations [(7, 8)] and the information exchange bettveen the base station controller and the base 
transceiver stations, and the method providing an ^plication signalling protocol function to be 
established between the base station controller and thV mobile services switching center [(16)]. 

22. (Amended) Method of claim 2 1 , wherein, after initiating a new call by a mobile station 
[(5)], a call identification information being assigned to ti^e new call is generated and stored within 
the mobile services switching center [(16)], then the call Identification information is sent by the 
application signalling protocol fiinction from the mobile services switching center [( 1 6)] to the base 
station controller [(14)]. 



23. (Amended) Method of claim 22, wherein the calfiidentification information from the 
mobile services switching center [(16)] is stored within the Base station controller [(14)] and a 
corresponding request is forwarded to a base transceiver station [(8)] by means of the device control 
protocol function being established between the base station cofitroller and the base transceiver 
station. 



24. (Amended) Method of claim 23, wherein after receiving the call identification 
information from the base station controller [(14)] a base transc&iver station (BTS) address 
information is generated in the base transceiver station [(8)], the ba^ transceiver station (BTS) 
address information identifies the base transceiver station [(8)] being assigned to the call and the call 
within the base transceiver station [(8)] in order to allow direct payload inrbrmation exchange within 
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the second layer of the cellular telephoneYietwork between the base transceiver station [(8)] and the 
media gateway [(10)]. 

25. (Amended) Method of claim 24 wherein the generated base transceiver station (BTS) 
address information is forwarded to the basevstation controller [(14)]. 

26. (Amended) Method of [one of \the claims 23 to 25] claim 23 , wherein the call 
identification information from the base statioi^ controller [(14)] is stored in the base transceiver 
station [(8)]. 

27. (Amended) Method of claim 26, wherein after receiving the base transceiver station 
(BTS) address information from the base transceiveAstation [(8)] the base transceiver station (BTS) 
address information is forwarded to the mobile services switching center [( 1 6)] from the base station 
controller [(14)], 

28. (Amended) Method of claim 27, wherein aAer requesting a connection from the media 
gateway [(10)] the call identification and the base transceiver station (BTS) address information are 
sent to the media gateway [( 1 0)] utilising the mobile serviqps switching center (MSG) device control 
protocol function. 

29. (Amended) Method of claim 28, wherein a request for through-connection is sent from 
the mobile services switching center [(16)] to the media gateway [(10)] by means of the mobile 
services switching center (MSG) device control protocol funkion. 

30. (Amended) Method of [one of the claims 26 to 29) claim 26 , wherein media gateway 
address information is generated in the media gateway [(10)] which identifies the media gateway 
[(10)] and the call in the media gateway [(10)] and then forwarded back to the mobile services 
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